
CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the City Clerk

Meeting of the North Adams City Council
March 28, 2023

7:30 PM

I hereby notify that at twelve noon today, March 22, 2023, the following items of business

have been filed with this office and will be acted upon at the Regular Meeting of the City

Council in the City Council Chambers at City Hall, Tuesday evening March 28, 2023 at seven-

thirty o’clock according to Section 8, Rules and Orders of the City Council.

This meeting can be viewed live on the Northern Berkshire Community Television station and

will be posted to their website as soon as possible.

Joshua Vallieres

City Clerk

AGENDA

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

March 28, 2023

Roll Call

Moment of Silent Remembrance

Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Minutes —January 31 Special Meeting and February 28, 2023

Hearing of Visitors on Agenda — This is an opportunity for the public to speak to the

Council for two minutes regarding items listed on the
agenda

Old Business

9,513-31 An ordinance to amend Chapter 7, Section 7-11 of the Revised Ordinances of the

City of North Adams regarding the change of permit price. Postponed from the

meeting of February 28, 2023.



11,826 An ordinance amending the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams

regarding the various fees established in the City Code. Postponed from the

meeting of February 28, 2023.

12,191 Communication from Councilor Shade requesting the local Department of Health

review the rules and regulations to address the storage of garbage. Postponed

from the meeting of February 28, 2023.

12,218 Mayor’s Communication #10 requesting the review of the taxi ordinance by the

Public Safety Committee. Postponed from the meeting of February 28, 2023.

New Business

12,242 Mayor’s Communication #33 recognizing Women’s History Month and

announcing this year’s award recipients of the Women’s Leadership Hall of

Fame.

12,243 Mayor’s Communication #34 recommending the appointment of Michael

McCarron to the North Adams Airport Commission for a term to expire March

13, 2026.

12,244 Mayor’s Communication #35 recommending the appointment of Cody

Chamberlain to the Youth Commission for a term to expire March 13, 2024.

12,245 Mayor’s Communication #36 recommending the appointment of Cohn Todd to

the Housing Authority for a term to expire July 1, 2027.

12,246 Mayor’s Communication #37 recommending the appointment of Taylor Gibeau

to the Northern Berkshire Vocational Regional School District School Committee

to fill the unexpired term of Diane Parsons.

12,247 Mayor’s Communication #38 requesting time to swear Officers Willing and

Yeaton into service with the North Adams Police Department.

12,248 Communication from Councilor Bona proposing an ordinance to amend Chapter

2, Section 2-1 entitled “Council Meetings” regarding meeting cancellations and

filing with the City Clerk.

12,248 An ordinance amending Chapter 2, Section 2-1 entitled “Council Meetings”

regarding meeting cancellations and filing with the City Clerk.



12,249 Mayor’s Communication #39 issuing a proclamation in support ofTransgender
Visibility Day.

Licenses

An application submitted by Christian Richardson to be granted a license to drive
a taxicab for OTT. Taxi.

Open Forum — This is the opportunity for the public to speak to the Council for two
minutes on issues of Municipal Significance

Mayor’s Updates

Committee Reports and Minutes

Liaison Updates and Councilor’s Concerns
Correspondence

Adjournment



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the City Clerk

Special Meeting of the North Adams City Council

Tuesday, January 31, 2023
7:30 PM

MINUTES

A special meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council Chambers.

COUNCILORS PRESENT: Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Oleskiewicz, Sapienza, and Wilkinson; a

quorum was present.

A moment of silence was observed. Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President called for the

hearing of visitors.

Kelsey Lemaire, 55 Elm Street, Adams, spoke on behalf of OTT. Taxi. She felt as though the company

was being unfairly targeted, and that all problems were quickly remedied by Mr. Lord, the owner. She

said that suspending O.T.T. would hurt businesses and put the employees out of a job.

Virginia Riehl, 36 Holden Street, spoke in support of O.T.T. Taxi. She said she depends on taxis to get

around, and found O.T.T. was her preferred company. She has found O.T.T to be more than just a Taxi

company, they are a community service organization. She recommended the City Council take no action

unless continued violations occur.

Tammy Bostwick, 75B Church Street, also spoke in support of O.T.T. Taxi, explaining that the issues that

had come before the Council had been resolved. She explained the functions that the taxi company

served and felt the drivers, dispatchers and owners have so much to lose and so does the community of

North Adams. She felt it was vital that they stay open for the community and for the employees and

that there are better options than a suspension for all involved.

Tanya Cravish, 32 Columbia Street, Adams, explained that O.T.T. Taxi was the most professional cab

company she had worked for and she has held a taxi license in North Adams for 25 years now. She

stated despite the mistakes they have made; other companies have made mistakes as well and were

allowed to continue operating in the past. The difference is they were not caught. She explained that

drivers had been given a handbook in the past, and that she didn’t see that happening anymore. She

understands mistakes have been made, requested to not punish the employees or customers when

reprimanding the company. She asked to take into consideration that losing this company would be

detrimental not only to the employees of the company but to the customers they serve as well.



With no others, Council President moved forward to Agenda item without objection.

12,215 Review, Discussion, and Decision regarding Public Hearing held January 24, 2023
on Mayor’s Communication #17 — Public Hearing Request from Chief Wood
regarding OTT. Taxi.

Mayor Macksey presented to the Council that tonight, the City Council is charged with making a decision
as the appointing authority that oversees half the business’s in the City. Do you revoke, do you suspend,
do you send a firm message She stated that as discussed in the Public Hearing, many of you are
veteran Councilors and have never been in this position before; that is because OTT. Taxi believes in
some instances, that our Ordinances do not apply to them. She stated that just this morning they were
advised that an unmarked taxi driven by an O.T.T. dispatcher who does not have a license picked up and
received compensation for fair, this cannot continue to happen. She stated she agrees that we have
heard great things about all the drivers, that the taxi’s look beautiful and the office is very nice;
however, with this most recent incident as well as Mr Lord continuing to drive even though he knows he
is not properly licensed, the fact that we caught a 16-year-old driving a marked Taxi and Mr Lord stating
he uses that to pick up his friends; it just doesn’t seem in line with our Ordinances. Taxis are being used
for personal use and they should not be, they need to be driven by licensed individuals approved by this
body. The Mayor stated that the Administration feels Mr. Lord has violated the following sections of
the North Adams City Ordinance:

Section 23-13. No person shall drive a taxicab, and no owner or person having the care or
management of a taxicab shall employ or suffer any person to drive the same, other than a
licensed person granted by the City Council.

Section 23-14. No taxicab driver’s license shall be granted to any person unless he or she holds a
valid license to operate a motor vehicle in Massachusetts, nor to any person under 18 years of
age, nor to any person who has not held a valid license to operate a motor vehicle in the United
States for a minimum of 12 months.

The Mayor said it is her recommendation that the City Council suspend OTT. Taxi’s operating license for
20 days.

President Blackmer stated that she feels it is proper to have discussion on this and she would also like to
bring up a couple of things prior to discussion among the Councilors.

#1: It is the Business owner’s responsibility to know the laws regarding the laws of that business;
employment laws, tax with-holding, child labor laws, hours people can work, what kind of
licenses you need — it is their responsibility, not ours.

#2: I do not think those little license books exists anymore, they may be on the internet, but I
know that we do not have them in the office.

President Blackmer brought out the response that Mr Lord provided in his letter regarding the
underaged driver — he explicitly says:

_____ ___



“I’m not sure of the concern here since as a valid permit driver and my dispatcher, he is allowed
to drive a taxi with a Massachusetts Licensed driver age 21 without picking up a fair. I also have
him clean the taxis as well which requires him to drive them to the carwash.”

In regards to this President Blackmer pointed out that under Child Labor Laws — Part 1 Chapter 149,
Section 62: Minors under 18 (the underaged driver is 16). “No person shall employ minors under 18 or
permit them to work Under t1O operate a motor vehicle of any description”. She stated
he cannot be employed whether it is to run errands or wash the cars — he still cannot be driving a motor
vehicle. Secondly, he is also required to have a work permit to work under the age of 18.

Councilor Oleskiewicz spoke to the Council and requested that Mr Lord respond to an incident he
witnessed today at his place of business where one his employees at the diner who has a scheduled
time call to get into work was dropped off by a non-licensed taxi driven by a non-licensed driver.

Mr Lord stated who the drivers were today and tonight and that all were licensed taxi drivers — he stated
he has no idea what Councilor Oleskiewicz was talking about.

Councilor Oleskiewicz stated the car in question was Mr Lords personal vehicle, to which Mr Lord stated
his personal vehicle was used by his daughter today. Councilor Oleskiewicz stated that the person
driving the vehicle was an employee, a dispatcher in his company, and that person was driving Mr Lord’s
personal vehicle. Councilor Oleskiewicz clarified that the person in reference has a scheduled time call
for O.T.T to go to work in his establishment. When he came in this morning, there was Mr Lords car
with an unlicensed driver dropping off the employee. He further stated that with everything that we
had gone through in the last week, he would have expected that behaviors would have been perfect and
that with what we are up against right now, what he saw today, he was very disappointed. For this to
happening right at his establishment of all places, with him being a part of this right now, he stated he
was very taken back this morning by what he saw.

Councilor Wilkinson stated that he has heard so much back and forth. Accusations have been made and
there is always an excuse on the other side. The person I have to believe is Chief Wood who has
submitted a letter and stated there are violations being made. Whatever this Council decides to do
Councilor Wilkinson stated he will support it, his opinion is that something has to be done, whether it is
a slap on the wrist, 3 days, a week, two weeks. If your going to violate the rules of the City of North
Adams, if your going to violate the rules of the North Adams City Council there has to be some remedy.
He stated he is for a suspension of license and if there are any more problems during the time frame a
permanent suspension.

Councilor Bona stated that one of the things that he does not like is that the City is being made out to be
the “bad guy”. He said, he knows for a fact that with all the taxi companies we have dealt with over the
years; we have rejected some license requests. He stated there have been some taxi companies
brought into Council in the past, this is not an issue of O.T.T. being picked on. He explained that if there
is an un-licensed taxi driver who picks up a fair and gets into an accident, people would be coming back
to the Council saying — we told you about this and the Council would be responsible for not doing
something. He pointed out that it is the Massachusetts State law that the City/Town Council is
responsible to oversee taxis. Councilor Bona stated he has no reason to not believe what Councilor
Oleskiewicz witnessed. A non-taxi licensed person driving a non- taxi licensed vehicle to pick up a
scheduled time call, drop them off and collect the fee is saying, “I’m a taxi driver, this is a taxi.” This
disturbs me most, because we just had a meeting about this and then we have the owner telling us he



knows nothing about it. Councilor Bona asked what else is happening that you know nothing about in
your company. Councilor Bona feels bad for the employees and staff who are doing their jobs right, and
stated they should not be upset with the Council for having to address the violations with the company.
Councilor Bona further stated he is perturbed that not only has there been no apology or statement that
we will fix the violations, today we hear yet another violation at another Councilors place of business
when Mr Lord knows what should and should not be done.

Councilor Harpin stated she would like to start out on a positive note by thanking the four people who
stood up to speak saying that the company supplies a needed service for our community, they provide
jobs and customers are happy with their service. The other issue that she feels is important that Mr
Lord addressed the issue with the plates right away. She stated she is concerned, as the Mayor is, on
sections such as the proper licensed operator driving a taxi. She further stated, as a body, the Council is
responsible to the community and while you are providing a great service, we also have to think about
their safety, so if there is someone who is not licensed properly driving these taxis it could become a
safety issue for whoever is in the cab at that point. Councilor Harpin wanted to ensure that Mr Lord
understood that only a properly licensed person, approved by the Council should be operating a vehicle
that is used as a taxi.

Mr Lord stated that his Insurance told him he could drive the taxis, but if the City Ordinance states he
cannot, he won’t. He further stated that this year, all the taxis have been checked, all the drivers are
licensed, all the insurances are correct, all the drivers are correct. Yes, there were a lot of mistakes early
on, but everything is now correct. He explained his misunderstanding in the insurance between livery or
taxi and stated the incorrect insurance was not to his advantage — it was actually more expensive, but
has been corrected. In regards to him driving, he stated yes, he was but was not aware he could not
because his insurance had stated it was ok, now he is aware. He then stated that as far as the
underaged driver, he doesn’t even work at the company, possibly one day maybe if we need him, we are
not even sure. We have plenty of drivers now and I don’t need to drive an O.T.T vehicle I have plenty of
my own. Mr Lord stated he has made changes and addressed all issues that were addressed with him.
In regards to the issue this morning, he feels this is an observation, but there are never any citations.

Chief Wood addressed the Council stating that he has never had a discussion with Mr Lord in regards to
his insurance or plates and that he has never provided any guidance on the Ordinance, he feels we are
going in kind of circles here, but wanted to address the Council on this.

Councilor Sapienza stated that first of all he hates to see any sanctions against any business, because we
are in a tight economy and to close a business or suspend its license is a concern to him, however, when
you open a business it is your responsibility to know the rules and regulations and how to operate that
business. These Ordinances did not just appear two weeks ago, that have been on the books for quite a
while now and there are resources out there; any of the councilors, the City Hall, the Mayor, there are
resources to point you in the right direction, the City Clerk is available and my thing is that, if you are
going to do something, you should know what you need to do as far as having the proper knowledge to
run that business. As I said, I feel for the drivers of the business if the suspension is what we end up
doing tonight, it is a tough economy and I don’t want to see anybody out of work. He stated we are
considering the fact that you have employees relying on their jobs.

Councilor Wilkinson stated he is not for putting people out of work and that Probation, such as a 30-day
Probationary period with Observation for any violations would be a better way to go. If after being



I.

placed on probation if the business violates further then the Council would be able to take further more
harsh action.

Councilor Bona stated that he cannot support a 30-day Probationary Period because of the seriousness
of some of the violations and if on day 35 something happens the Council will be starting over. He
further stated, he believes that it should be that if they are caught again on any of these violations we
have addressed, whether 30, 60 or 90 days we will suspend your license. Councilor Bona ended with
asking Chief Wood if at any point there have been any Citations issued. Chief Wood answered no,
there have not.

CouncilorSapienza stated to Chief Wood—it is his understanding that there have been complaints
regarding O.T.T. company and asked if this was true and what the complaints regarded. Chief Wood
replied that yes, it is true; the complaints were in regards to some of the drivers not being appropriately
licensed to be a driver, there were specifically two people complained about, but those two drivers
generated a lot of phone calls.

President Blackmer stated that during the meeting there had been talk from Mr Lord that there was no
knowledge prior to January 2023, but the letter is dated April 19, 2022 and it talks about a meeting with
Mayor Macksey on September which was after we approved the taxi business license and taxi
licenses. There were questions about Mr Lord driving without a Taxi license and the underaged driver
being seen driving several times. This is all within that April 1gth letter.

Councilor Oleskiewicz stated that any business is pretty much under probation anyway while they’re
operational knowing that they could incur violations. He further stated that we have come this far with
Mr Lord and he should have a better understanding of what operationally that business should be doing
correctly. He stated I do believe that you don’t want to keep a business from operating, keep people
from working, hurt employees. I believe this should come to Mr Lord as a stern warning from the
Council, I don’t want to see people put out of work. There have been many infractions, but no citations
issued.

Councilor Blackmer stated she would like to add that if the Council does do a probation and there are
violations, she will be on page with the Mayor for a 20 or even 30-day suspension.

On the Motion from Councilor Wilkinson and seconded by Councilor Harpin to have a 30-day probation
with Observation for any violations, if violations occur Council will call them back to Council to discuss
further action, it was VOTED by roll call to approve: 4 yeas; 2 nays.

President Blackmer addressed Mr. Lord stating that this amounts to very strong probation, she stated
again she will reiterate and felt the Councilors will follow along at that point, if O.T.T. Taxi has to come in
regarding more violations, we will be looking at a 20 or 30-day suspension.

On the Motion from Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Harpin it was VOTED to adjourn.

Respectfully Submitted,

Tina Leonesio
Assistant City Clerk



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the City Clerk

Meeting of the North Adams City Council
Tuesday, February 28, 2023

7:30 PM

MINUTES

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers.

COUNCILORS PRESENT: Councilors Barbeau, Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Obasohan, Oleskiewicz,
Sapienza, Shade, and Wilkinson; a quorum was present.

A moment of silence was observed. Following the Pledge of Allegiance.

On the City Council Rules of Order, Councilor Wilkinson discussed the changes included in the
packet and highlighted in yellow for all Councilors.

On the motion from Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED by
roll call to adopt the Amended Rules of Order as presented to the Council; 8 yeas, 1 nay
(Councilor Barbeau).

The President called for the approval of minutes from February 14, 2023, there was no
discussion.

On the motion from Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED by roll call
to approve the minutes as presented to the Council; 9 yeas, 0 nays.

The President called for the hearing of visitors. Reminding that this is an opportunity for the
public to speak to the Council for two minutes on items listed on the agenda.

Robert Cardimino, 173 East Quincy Street addressed 11,826. Stated he wanted to know
about all these fees that are being revised: What are they, what were they, what will
they be? Feels that fees have already gone up on some items.

The President moved onto Old Business



9,513-31 An ordinance to amend Chapter 7, Section 7-11 of the Revised Ordinance
of the City of North Adams regarding the change of permit price, which
was postponed from the meeting of January 24, 2023.

Councilor Bona gave an update that at this time he has done all that he can with advice from
the General Code office and has everything in a spreadsheet. He will be meeting with Mayor
Macksey, the Administrative Officer & the City Clerk. Councilor Bona addressed the concern of
Mr Cardimino stating that these are fees that have been discussed for 2-3 years now, we have
had various departments look at their fees and give their input. Now, we are making sure that
our Ordinances coincide with the spreadsheet which is a much larger process than originally
thought, because it is not necessarily just going into the code to change a fee, there is also
wording that has to be amended as well to ensure that it is legally appropriate. Once
completed it will be much cleaner.

Councilor Harpin questioned whether the final Transfer Station scale rates and permit pricing
had been approved. Councilor Bona stated there were two or three increases and he will look
into whether the final increase had gone through last year.

Councilor Barbeau questioned whether the fees had gone through the Finance Committee yet.
Councilor Bona stated there was a short meeting with Billing and Health Inspections.

President Blackmer requested that the Spreadsheet be shared with all the Councilor members.
Councilor Bona answered that the Mayors Executive Assistant has taken multiple spreadsheets
from various offices and put them together in one clean format.

Mayor Macksey commented that yes, that was compiled by our office but it will need to be
verified by the Finance Committee. Councilor Bona agreed that yes, it would be going in front
of the Finance Committee for a final approval.

On the motion by Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED by roll call
vote to postpone to the March 28, 2023 Council meeting; 9 yeas, 0 nays.

11,790 An ordinance to amend Section 10, entitled “Special Regulations,” of
Chapter Z of the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams by
inserting in numerical order therein the following Section 10.13. Passed
to a second reading at the meeting of February 14, 2023 & published as
required by law.

On the motion by Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED by roll
call vote to adopt; 7 yeas, 2 nays (Councilors Barbeau & Harpin).

11,790-2 An ordinance to amend Section 3, entitled “Building Code” by inserting
after section 3-49.7 the following Sections 3-50. 1 through 3-50.3. Passed
to a second reading at the meeting of February 14, 2023 and published as
required by law.



Councilor Harpin stated she feels it is necessary to have the definitions in both sections now
and re-advertised to enable the Council to more easily make tweaks they may feel are needed
at the Council level, without having to go back to the Planning Board. Councilor Harpin stated
that she was under the impression at the previous meeting from President Blackmer and
Councilor Wilkinson this is why the two parts were divided, to make it easier for the Council to
tweak.

President Blackmer stated that it was not Councilor Wilkinson’s understanding, it was hers,
however, her understanding was not correct. She also pointed out that all the changes being
talked about were actually approved by the Planning Board.

Councilor Shade replied that when it comes to terms and definitions it is imperative that we
have the Planning Board as part of the process, they certainly know those terms far better than
we do. Although I would love to speed up and make the process easier, we need the Planning
Board to be a part of any changes.

Councilor Bona pointed out that the original reason the document had been divided came from
the City Solicitor. At this point I’m fine with approving what we have front of us, if we need to
tweak it in the future, we can do that.

Councilor Wilkinson confirmed this and stated that it was done to not allow grandfathering
because it is now a part of the Building Code which cannot be grandfathered.

Councilor Barbeau stated, she did not have access to the City Solicitors document and as
Councilors when we are asking for an opinion, it should be shared with all the Councilors.

President Blackmer stated she was not aware that Councilor Barbeau was requesting it and that
from this point forward when an opinion is requested from the City Solicitor, the Clerk will
forward that opinion to all the Councilors.

On the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by Councilor Barbeau, it was VOTED by roll call to
AMEND by adding definitions; 2 yeas, 7 nays (Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Obasohan,
Oleskiewicz, Sapienza, Shade, and Wilkinson).

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED by roll
call to adopt; 7 yeas, 2 nays (Councilors Barbeau & Harpin).

11,826 An ordinance amending the Revised Ordinances of the City of North
Adams regarding the various fees established in the City Code. Postponed
from the meeting of January 24, 2023.

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED by roll call to
postpone to March 28, 2023; 9 yeas, 0 nays.



12,191 Communication from Councilor Shade requesting the local Department of
Health review the rules and regulations to address the storage of
garbage. Postponed from the meeting of January 10, 2023.

President Blackmer stated this was previously voted to refer to Public Safety & the Board of
Health.

Update from Councilor Shade: This is with the Public Safety Committee right now.

Councilor Sapienza stated that the Public Safety Committee had one meeting in regards to trash
storage, however, with the priority right now being the Taxi Ordinances, this has been put aside
for the time being. He stated they do plan to address it and are also planning on proposing an
Ordinance on feeding wildlife in the City of North Adams which goes along with our discussion
from the Public Safety Meeting we had beginning of the year.

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Bona, it was VOTED by roll call to
postpone until March 28, 2023; 9 yeas, 0 nays.

12,218 Mayor’s Communication #10 requesting the review of the taxi ordinance
by the Public Safety Committee. Postponed from the meeting of January
24, 2023.

Councilor Sapienza provided update; they are making progress with the update of Taxi
Ordinance, they listened to Mayor Macksey, Chief Wood and Lieutenant Beverly on
suggestions. Public Safety is meeting tomorrow at 5:30 pm to discuss the changes.

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was VOTED by roll call to
postpone until March 28, 2023; 9 yeas, 0 nays.

The President moved onto New Business.

Council took a brief recess to fix the Zoom link with Councilor Obasohan.

12,235 Mayor’s Communication #26 recommending the reappointment of Lily
Marceau to the Cemetery Commission for a term to expire February 27,
2026.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Bona, it was VOTED to approve;
9 yeas, 0 nays.

12,236 Mayor’s Communication #27 presenting an award from the United States
Attorney’s Office to Officer Jonathan Beaudreau.

President Filed without objection per request of Mayor Macksey due to Officer Beaudreau not
being available.



12,237 Mayor’s Communication #28 recommending the appointment of Nicholas

Rigger to the Cultural Council of Northern Berkshire for a term to expire

October 1, 2024.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Bona, it was VOTED to approve;
9 yeas, 0 nays.

12,238 Mayor’s Communication #29 recommending the appointment of Caleb

Vallieres to the Youth Commission for a term to expire February 28, 2024.

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewitz, it was VOTED to
approve; 9 yeas, 0 nays.

12,239 Mayor’s Communication #30 recommending the appointment of William

Shanahan to the Youth Commission for a term to expire February 28,

2024.

On the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was VOTED to approve; 9
yeas, 0 nays.

12,240 Mayor’s Communication #31 recommending the appointment of Amanda

Chilson to the Youth Commission for a term to expire February 28, 2026.

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was VOTED to approve; 9
yeas, 0 nays.

12,241 Mayor’s Communication #32 giving time to William Shanahan to provide

a brief presentation about navigating the Boards and Commissions

website.

Mayor Macksey shared that her and Councilor Harpin had a discussion on how the North
Adams site can be difficult to navigate and it has been on her to do list to provide a
presentation on how to navigate the website. William offered to do that and so here he is.

Mr. William Shanahan gave his presentation to the Council and members of the public on
navigating the Boards and Commissions website, the importance of them, available openings
on the various boards & commissions and how to apply.

12,242 Communication from Councilor Sapienza requesting the Traffic
Commission investigate the parking situation in the vicinity of the Corner
Market on River Street.

Councilor Sapienza stated it has been noted and this has been an ongoing issue on River Street
between Holden and North Holden Street because there is parking on both sides of the street



at this time. It is a congestion point, there have been a couple of accidents and I have received
feedback from several local citizens on the traffic and it seems to be compounded in that area.

Councilor Harpin responded that this is already on the agenda for next Wednesday for River,
Holden and North Holden Street.

President filed communication without objection.

An application submitted by Mathew Christiana to be granted a license to
drive a taxicab for O.T.T. Taxi.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED to
approve; 8 yeas, 1 nay (Councilor Barbeau).

Councilor Shade pointed out that the ordinance provided to us states that the Taxi Drivers are
supposed to be present for questions.

President Blackmer stated that was changed. Councilor Bona stated that this was changed
because it did not seem fair due to the fact they had to wait here all through the meeting.

Clerk Vallieres stated that one of the things he is finding with General Code and I don’t know
how far it goes back, is that even things in 2017, 2015 he is finding some things that have not
been updated, that I’m going to have to do is look through to make sure it reflects the most
current Ordinances. I will check through the Taxi Ordinances and get the most recent out to
the Council.

An application submitted by Oscar Melendez to be granted a license to
drive a taxicab for O.T.T. Taxi.

On the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED to
approve; 8 yeas, 1 nay (Councilor Barbeau).

The President moved onto Open Forum.

Robert Smith, 163 North Street, the retainer walls along the river in our city needs some work
and that’s true, but a few weeks back there as an article in Berkshire Eagle about our dams and
in Pittsfield. We have two dams in our City and I’m just wondering how often those retainer
walls are inspected. Ifthe retainer wall on dam up at Mount Greylock ever gave way it would
flood the entire west end of main street and beyond.

Robert Cardimino, 173 East Quincy Street, recently in the last several weeks there have been
two accidents and at each accident there have been two fire trucks to attend that accident.
Why are we sending out two fire trucks, unless there is a spill we don’t need any and now
they’re sending two. And also, the other day I was at Big Y and there was a fire truck sitting
there, and the firemen were going in, I think they were going in to get something to eat, if they



want to get something to eat let them use one of the trucks not one of them gas guzzling fire
trucks.

President Blackmer let Mr Cardimino know that he was getting close to personal attacks in his
statement, he does not know why they were there. Mr Cardimino began yelling at President
Blackmer and was given the option of finishing his statement or sitting down, but he could not
attack the fire department because it was not appropriate.

President Moved onto Mayor’s Update

The Mayor addressed Mr Smith’s question on the dams, she stated the dams are indeed
inspected, she does not have that time-frame, but she will get that for him.

The elevator in City Hall is now working and they can once again have meetings on the second
floor. It is only a temporary fix, but it is safe to use.

There were no Committee Updates and Minutes to report.

President moved onto Liaison Updates and Councilor’s Concerns:

Councilor Wilkinson gave an update on Short Term Rentals (STR), there has been a lot of hard
work on putting together the STR, would like to take time to thank, Bill Meranti, Mike Nuvallie,
Mayor Macksey, Katherine Eade, General Government Committee — thank you all, may we not
have to meet in 2023.

Councilor Sapienza, we had elections for the Public Arts Committee: Anna Farrington will
continue to be our Chair, we have voted to eliminate the Vice Chair position at this time and
Amanda Hartlage is the new Secretary.
Councilor Bona suggested to the Mayor that if the Youth Committee is still in need of adult
position, I think we saw a candidate tonight that would fit that position well.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED to adjourn.

RespectfuHy Submitted,

Tina Leonesio
Assistant City Clerk



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

33 Recognition of Women’s History Month March 14, 2023

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

I respectfully request time on the March 14, 2023, City Council meeting agenda to recognize
Women’s History Month and announce this year’s award recipients of my Women’s Leadership
Hall of Fame.

Respectfully submitted,

0 rn
Jennifer A’A(4acksey I
Mayor



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

34 Appointment to the North Adams Airport Commission March 14, 2023

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

I am pleased to recommend the appointment of Michael McCarron to serve as a member of the
North Adams Airport Commission for a term to expire March 13, 2026.

This recommendation is presented for Council confirmation.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer A. fvf’acksey
Mayor



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

35 Appointment to the Youth Commission March 14, 2023

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

I am pleased to recommend the appointment of Cody Chamberlain to serve as a member of the
Youth Commission for a term to expire March 13, 2024.

This recommendation is presented for Council approval.

Respectfully submitted,

0
Jennifer A. 4cksey V
Mayor



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

L 36 Appointment to the Housing Authority March 14, 2023

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

I am pleased to recommend the reappointment of Cohn Todd to serve as a member of theHousing Authority for a term to expire July 1, 2027.

This recommendation is presented for Council approval.

Respectfully submitted,

fer A. acy
Mayor



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETJ’S

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date
37 Appointment to the Northern Berkshire Vocational March 14, 2023

Regional School District — School Committee

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

At the recommendation of Superintendent James Brosnan, I present Taylor Gibeau to be appointed
to the School Committee for the Northern Berkshire Vocational Regional School District. Ms.
Gibeau will fill the unexpired term of Diane Parsons who has moved to Adams.

Superintendent Brosnan will be present at the meeting to answer any questions you may have.

I request Council approval for this appointment.

Respectfully submitted,

./1/1cca
Jennifer A acksey
Mayor



TAYLOR GIBEAU
413-412-0587 I taylorjgibeau@gmail.com I 115 Rich Street, North Adams, MA 01247

Experience

Adams Community Bank

Customer Connect Manager - October 2021 - Present
• Responsible for overseeing the call center, ITMs and Customer Connect Specialists
• Professionally handles escalated customer complaints to ensure customer retention
• Develops, manages, and coaches Customer Connect Specialists to reach individual and team goals
• Manages work flow within Customer Connect including but not limited to call volume, written inquiries,

and mail

Community Relations & Cash Management Coordinator - March 2020 - October 2021
• Lead contact in the setup and servicing of all commercial cash management clientele
• Responsible for creating and maintaining all forms, procedures, and customer training guides related to

cash management

• Prepared agreements and documentation for internal and external cash management audits
• Created and maintained a training program for retail staff and commercial lenders on cash management

services and referrals

• Worked with local businesses and municipalities to spread awareness and knowledge around
cybersecurity threats through webinars and email newsletters

• Organized and promoted a variety of community events including College Readiness Series and
cybersecurity events

Customer Care Specialist - October 2018 - March 2020
Promptly assisted customers with general banking inquiries, handled consumer complaints, and contributed
to customer retention

Teller - September 2017 - October 2018
Responsible for making accurate deposits, withdrawals, payments, and daily drawer balancing

Big Y World Class Market

Head Cashier - August 2015 - September 2017
Responsible for balancing tills and safe, resolving customer complaints, training new front end employees,
and supervising on-shift cashiers, service clerks, and booth employees

Education

Charles H. McCann Technical School - Information Technology - 2012 - 2016
Business Professionals of America Chapter Secretary and Member of SkilIsUSA

Board Involvement

Northern Berkshire Events Committee - Board Member and Treasurer - December 2021 - Present



Northern Berkshire
Vocational Regional

School District

McCann Technical School

Regional Agreement
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PREAMBLE

The original Northern Berkshire Vocational Regional School District was formed in 1958 by the towns of Adams,
Clarksburg, Florida, Monroe, Savoy, Williamstown, and the city of North Adams pursuant to the provisions of
M.G.L. c. 71, § 16A-161 and M.G.L. c.74, § l-37F and CH 518, the Acts of 1958.

Pursuant to the provisions of Section VII Amendments and Section VIII Admission of Additional Towns to the
District of the Northern Berkshire Vocational Regional School District, the towns of Adams, Clarksburg, Florida,
Monroe, Savoy, Williamstown, and the city of North Adams; hereby referred to as the current member
municipalities; for good and substantial reasons consistent with the terms of the said Regional School District and
the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts together with the towns of Cheshire and Lanesborough agree as
follows:

Approved by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education August 29, 20 12
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SECTION I

TYPE OF REGIONAL DISTRICT SCHOOL

The regional district school shall be a vocational technical high school consisting of grades nine through twelve,
inclusive of postsecondary programs as approved by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and
consistent with the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The District may accept for enrollment in the
regional school district pupils from municipalities other than the member municipalities on a tuition basis. The
regional district school, McCann Technical School, shall be located within the geographical limits of the District and
within a radius of five miles from the City Hall of North Adams.

SECTION II

THE REGIONAL DISTRICT SCHOOL COMMITTEE

A. Composition

1. The following guidelines will serve as the basis for the membership of the
Northern Berkshire Vocational Regional School District:

a. Population of each member municipality shall be determined by the census of 2010 and
each decennial census thereafter.

b. Each member municipality having a population of less than 4,000 persons shall be
entitled to one (1) member;

c. Each member municipality having a population of 4,000 to 7,999 persons shall be
entitled to two (2) members;

d. Each member municipality having a population of 8,000 to 11,999 persons shall be
entitled to three (3) members;

e. Each member municipality having a population of 12,000 to 15,999 persons or more shall
be entitled to five (5) members:

The total number of members to which the city of North Adams shall be entitled under this formula
shall be five. All members, under the provisions of this subsection shall be elected at each member
municipality’s municipal election.

2. The Committee membership shall be as follows: North Adams (5). Adams (3), Cheshire (I),
Clarksburg (I), Florida (1), Lanesborough (1), Monroe (1), Savoy (1). and Williamstown (2).

3. For the purpose of casting votes, on a weighted basis, calculations will be
determined by thousandths. The following calculated table will prevail:
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Town Population Population Number Proportion. Total
2010 Factor Votes Votes per Votes

Member
Adams 8,485 21.46% 3 votes 71.53 214.59
Cheshire 3,235 8.18% 1 vote 81.82 81.82
Clarksburg 1,702 4.30% 1 vote 43.05 43.05
Florida 752 1.90% 1 vote 19.02 19.02
Lanesborougli 3,091 7.82% 1 vote 78.17 78.17
Monroe 121 0.31% 1 vote 3.06 3.06
North Adams 13,708 34.67% 5 votes 69.34 346.69
Savoy 692 1.75% 1 vote 17.50 17.50
Williamstown 7,754 19.61% 2 votes 98.05 196.10
TOTAL 39,540 100.00% 16 votes 1000

B. Members

1. Composition of the Committee: The Committee vi11 be composed of sixteen (16)
members.

2. Allocation and Weight of Votes: The Committee will cast votes based upon the
Proportional Votes per Member method as detailed in Section II A,
subsection 1, 2, and 3.

3. Election of Members: Each elected member must reside in the town or city, which she or
he represents. Each elected member must be elected consistent with the process for the
election of town or city officials in said town and will be elected to open seats during the
annual election or a special election in said municipality. The term of each elected
member from a town will begin on the day after his or her election and after being sworn
in by the respective town clerk, and the term of each elected member from the city of
North Adams will begin on January following the election and after being sworn in by
the city clerk.

4. A member who has not otherwise vacated his or her seat will continue to serve until his
or her successor is elected and sworn.

5. Each elected member will serve a three year term, with terms for each municipality
staggered. For the purpose of staggering terms, the terms of the current Committee will
continue with the new member municipalities electing their representative to serve a term
of three years.

6. Election to the Committee shall be guided by the options detailed in M.G.L. c. 71, § 14E.

C. Vacancies

If a vacancy occurs among the members elected by a member town under Section 11(A), the
selectboard of the town involved shall appoint a member to serve until the next annual town election,
at which annual election a successor shall be elected to serve for the balance of the unexpired term, if
any. If a vacancy occurs among the members elected by the city of North Adams under Section 11(A),
the city council shall appoint a member to serve until the first Monday in January following the next
regular municipal election; at which election a successor shall be elected to serve for the balance of
the unexpired term, ifany. If the vacancy occurs at a time when the affected city or town determines
there is insufficient time for candidates to seek election as a member, appointment shall be made until
the next following election.



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

38 Swearing in of Police Officers March 28, 2023

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

I am very pleased to inform the Council that Officers Alon Willing and Zachary Yeaton have
completed the full-time Police Academy. I respectfully request time at the March 28, 2023,
meeting of the North Adams City Council for the City Clerk to publicly swear Officers Willing
and Yeaton into service with the North Adams Police Department.

Respectfully submitted,

Q•
Jennifer A. fcksey (J
Mayor
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Honorable Councilors,

Following is consideration to change ordinance wording for City Council Meetings since we have already

cancelled meetings with nothing formal instructing when and how.

The current ordinance only explains what we do for holidays and special events like election, but doesn’t go into

cancelling meetings for weather, building issues or other emergencies. I am not opposed to meetings being

cancelled for such reasons as it can be for safety, ADA compliant, etc. This is simply making it official in the

books that we can do it. What I don’t fully agree with, is completely cancelling the meeting to the next

scheduled meeting, but I left that option open in the proposed ordinance that the president could do it either

way. We only move the meeting a day for holidays and special events, it seems we could do the same for

weather and other similar reasons, not to hold up any pertinent business. I will leave that for the council to

discuss, or maybe forward to General Government if majority feels necessary?

I recall in the past City Council President has had to come into chambers alone to open and close without a

quorum due to weather. I’ve also learned City Council has even held meetings when power was out, and the

building was running on auxiliary power. Neither seem sensible, but they must have felt that was or is required

with no other guidelines in the meeting ordinance.

Attached is the original ordinance and a couple line changes. Also note I suggested eliminating the requirement

for papers to be delivered to city councilors as that is no longer done. I welcome better wording if suggested.

Sincerely,

Keith Bona

3/14/2023

North Adams City Councilor
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BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of North Adams as foHo\s:

Sec. 2-1
Council meetings.
[10-11-1965]

Regular meetings of the City Council shall be held in the City Council chamber, City Hall, at
7:30 p.m. on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month, except when one of such
Tuesdays falls on a legal holiday or on Election Day. The Council shall meet on the following
day in such event.

The Mayor or the President or a majority of the members of the City Council may at any time
call a special meeting of the City Council by causing a written notification thereof, together
with a statement of the subjects to be considered thereat, to be filed with the City Clerk; and
a copy thereof is to be deposited in the post office, postpaid, and addressed to the Council
lors to be notified, or left at each Councillors usual place of residence, and the public post
ing of such notice on the official municipal bulletin board at least 24 hours before the time
appointecf for such meeting.

Change to:

Regular meetings of the City Council shall be held in the City Council chamber, City Hall, at
7:30 p.m. on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month, except when one of such
Tuesdays falls on a legal holiday or on Election Day, or meetings are cancelled by the Presi
dent due to weather, building, or emergency related issues. The Council shall meet on the
next available day in such event or next sceduled meeting.

The Mayor or the President or a majority of the members of the City Council may at any time
call a special meeting of the City Council by causing a written notification thereof, together
with a statement of the subjects to he considered thereat, to be filed with the City Clerk; rçj
a copy thereof is to be sent diQitally and available for pick up at the City Clerk’s office, and
the public posting of such notice on the offidal municipal bulletin board at least 24 hours
before the time appointed for such meeting.



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

39 Proclamation in support of Transgender Visibility Day March 28, 2023

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

I request time on the March 28, 2023, City Council meeting agenda to present a proclamation in
support of Transgender Visibility day.

Respectfully submitted,

2 .rn2c’
Jennifer A. cksey
Mayor
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
City Of North Adams

To The Honorable City Council:

I, ‘j , hereby make application to be granted a

LICENSE TO DRIVE A TAXICAB FOR C J. T
Emp’oyer’s name

____ ____

Color of Hair Color of Eyes}ce\

Date ofBirtho3/Birthplace fi4i crs GenderA\ Citizen

____

I hold a Massachusetts Driver’s #_________________ Lnd have held this license for how
long CE3

My license has____ has not____ been suspended or revoked in Massachusetts or any other
jurisdiction.

If yes explain____________________________________________

I have

____have

not been convicted of a felony. If yes explain:

I do solemnly, sincerely and truly affirm the foregoing application to be true to the best of my
knowledge and belief and do so under the pains and penalties of perjury.

Cs
Signatire

—

Addres -

CityiTown
•.a..•......... .. ...........Ia........

TOBE COMPLETED BY EMPLOYER TO BE COMPLETED BY THE POLICE DEPT

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT:

If granted a TAXI DRIVER’S LICENSE

ocsofl
Name of applicant

WILL DRWE FOR ME

(&-
TAX,OPERATOR’S NATURE

THE ABOVE APPLICATION IS HEREBY

rr

Name

Height 5 in Weight )lbs

Are you currently on any medication that would hinder your driving ability yes ,no.

Do you currently have any open criminal court cases, yes , no \/‘. Explain on page 2.

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT, IF GRANTED THIS LICENSE, I WILL STRICTLY CONFORM AND
ADHERE TO THE LAWS OF THE COMMONWEALTH, THE ORDINANCES OF THE CITY AND
SUCH RULES AND REGULATIONS AS THE CITY COUNCIL MAY ESTABLISH.

APPROVED

This

4’ED______

WAMSPO1ICE DEPARTMENT
11 SUMMER STREET
NORTH ADAMS, MA 01247


